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Select Committee into Elder Abuse — Final Report — 
“‘I Never Thought it Would Happen to Me’: When Trust is Broken” — Motion 

Resumed from 11 March on the following motion moved by Hon Nick Goiran — 
That the report be noted. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: On the last occasion we considered this report, which was 11 March 2020, I made some 
remarks on one of the inquiry’s terms of reference. Members may recall that following the tabling of this report 
on 13 September 2018, whenever there has been an opportunity for me to speak on this report, I have taken members 
through the inquiry’s 10 terms of reference. Multiple members have spoken about this particular report. I note that 
Hon Alison Xamon and Hon Pierre Yang have been regular contributors. 
On the last occasion, I was considering the fifth term of reference, which was for the committee to assess and 
review the legislative and policy frameworks. In particular, I was looking at the Guardianship and Administration 
Act 1990. I do not want to go over that issue again because it is a real sore point for me. We, as a committee, were 
misled by this government and the Attorney General, who said that the government would introduce a bill to amend 
the Guardianship and Administration Act to implement the recommendations contained in the 2015 statutory review 
of the act as a matter of urgency. Rubbish! It never happened. It still has not happened. In fact, according to my 
notes, we were told that a bill to amend the act was approved by cabinet in December 2017 and was anticipated to 
be introduced in the 2018 spring Parliament session. I will not go over all that again because, as I say, it is a very 
big sore spot. The government knows full well the farce that was the Guardianship and Administration Amendment 
(Medical Research) Bill 2020, which it brought in under the guise of a COVID-19 measure. The government knows 
full well about that episode. In particular, it knows that as a result of the debacle and the handling of that bill by 
the government, in a highly unusual fashion, that bill was then referred, after the event, to the Standing Committee 
on Legislation. It is currently before that committee, so I will make no further comment on that matter. 
Of course, the Select Committee into Elder Abuse looked into far more matters than just the intersection with the 
Guardianship and Administration Act. The point I want to speak to today is the idea of a central registry. A central 
registry for enduring powers of attorney was recommended as far back as 2013, some seven years ago. The idea 
was that a central registry for enduring powers of attorney would reassure agencies and services, and create more 
checks in the creation of enduring powers of attorney, as well as discouraging perpetrators. As I recall, the 
commonwealth government was working towards, and, presumably, is still working towards, a national register 
of enduring documents. I seem to recall that during the 12-month inquiry that this committee undertook, we went 
to a conference—I think it was in Sydney—at which the federal Attorney-General, Hon Christian Porter, made an 
announcement to the effect that the government was looking at creating a national register. I stand to be corrected 
on that, but it certainly rings a bell that there was some announcement to that effect. Members can do their own 
research to verify that information. Nevertheless, the point is that concerns exist, one of which is that that will take 
years to develop. If we wait for the Council of Australian Governments—if it still exists, now that it has been 
abandoned for the national cabinet, or whatever the iteration is of it now—to create a register, we will never get 
there. The view of the Select Committee into Elder Abuse was that Western Australia should take the lead and 
introduce a state-based register in the interim. That would give the national approach plenty of time to iron out any 
problems, privacy concerns and the like. The committee made finding 44, which can be found at page 89. It states — 

There is broad support in Western Australia for the creation of a State-based central register of 
Enduring Powers of Attorney and that such a register would be an effective means of reducing the 
potential for financial elder abuse to occur. 

Recommendation 25, which flowed from finding 44, reads — 

The Government investigate the viability and timeframe for creating a Western Australian central register 
of Enduring Powers of Attorney, with a view to integrating it with any national model that may be agreed 
to in the future. 

The government provided a response to that recommendation, and, as I recall, it was the only recommendation 
made by the Select Committee into Elder Abuse that the government did not agree to. The response was provided by 
the government on 20 November 2018, and I wonder whether there has been any change of heart by the government 
in the intervening period, given that it has been more than one and a half years since that response. Let us have 
a look at what the response was more than a year and a half ago. 

The CHAIR: Time for consideration of committee reports has expired. 

Consideration of report adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

Progress reported and leave granted to sit again, pursuant to standing orders. 
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